I, n]          THE CHALLENGE FROM THE WEST              n
measures to secure his position. Severus' reply was to have him
proclaimed a public enemy by the army in Mesopotamia. With
this act a new civil war begins. The news had reached Rome by
15 December, when the people assembled in the Circus made an
organized demonstration against the prospect that now confronted
them. It cannot have been long after this that Albinus was pro-
claimed Augustus by his troops,
It was probably during this first period in the East1 that Severus
took the precaution of dividing Syria with its army of five legions
into two provinces, Syria Coele (north Syria, including Commagene)
with two legions, and Syria Phoenice (south Syria) with one.
Before he left for the West he received the news that Byzantium
had fallen. This was not now a very important event in itself, but
it gave him an opportunity of displaying to his army a good omen
for the success of the coming campaign against Albinus and of
giving to his enemies a conspicuous warning. In 193 Byzantium
had opened its gates to Aemilianus, and Severus now ordered its
magistrates, as well as the soldiers within its walls, to be put to
death; and besides confiscating the property of its citizens, he
deprived it of its * free' status, and indeed * attributed' it to Perinthus
as he had 'attributed' Antioch to Laodicea. To complete.,its
humiliation he razed the princijpfl byiicjiiftgs atui:4aBfg^fa^3fe
walls. By this, I^fjf^gg^                             'a Rdiiiah silfeiig-
hold and-Jb^j;^5i^i^^^s against the barbarians from the
B<mtt3^ aili"&0tn ASia.' But no one knew better than Severus the
i&lfffify value of Byzantium, and the restoration of the city was
begun-as soon as the demonstration of ruthlessness had served
his turn.
The long siege and defence of Byzantium impressed the imagi-
nation of contemporaries. *For three whole years,' says Dio, 'it
had resisted the armaments of almost the'whole world,' It would
appear that the historian exaggerates in time as well as circum-
stance. The siege, which had begun in the autumn of 193, must
have ended well before the autumn of 196 if Dio is right in saying
that the news of its fall reached Severus while he was still in
Mesopotamia; for he had recrossed the Euphrates on his way to
the West in time to be in Thrace by 27 May, the birthday of his
younger son Geta2.
He celebrated the occasion ceremonially with military games,
1  See H. Ingholt, Syria* xni, 1932, pp. 282-6.
2  Jordanes, Get. xv, 84 Ms cf. S.H.A. Max. duo 2. See G. A. Harrer, in
J.R.S. x, 1920, pp. 163-4.